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Fhe desire for a unique home design is an
American tradition. Numerous architeciural
firms advertise-custom home designs, and
plans for "unique” home designs are readily
available via a quick search on the Intemnet.
But how troby unigque are these homes that
can he found by anvone who types in the
right keywords? Furthermore, what sustain-
ableefforts are putinto the homes?

lhose arte the questions designer Shane
Black asked himself as he flipped through
page after page of magazines searching
for the right fit or the right inspiration. In

the end, however, he decided that all the
inspiration. needed o come from within.
Picking up a pencil and paper; Black set
o work on a contemporary home thal
exhibited his need for synergy witlvits Two
Rivers, Wis., surmoundings.

‘I sketched various forms from organic
styles and interconnecred cnbes to. pyrami-
dal shapes,” savs Black. "When I decided on

leamng walls,
tively, T chdn'
totally unlike

everyihing just flowed intui-
set ouf fo design something
anything elze. | just had =6

many ideas that in order toincorpotate as
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many of them as possible, every room turned
out complerely unigue”

Heating and cooling 15 & large part of &
nhomes energy consumption inWisconsin. To
that end; windows were strategically locatod
to allow for maximum heat gain during the
winter and preveni heat loss, Tha central
angled wall on the south side of the hoose
prevents all summer solar gain,

The house was well insolated to reduce the
amount of heat the solar-powered radiamt
heating svstem needed to produce: Thermat
mass wasadded by incorporating skip-irow-
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eled plasterover 5/B-inch-thick wallboard, A
contnuous vapor barder prevents air mfil-
fration: to further reduce heating costs, and
an air-to-air heat exchanger supplies the
horme with freshiair

For the summer months, no air condi-
tioning was needed. The heated water for
the mdiant heating 15 diverted 1o a shunt
logp buried outside in order o disperse
the unneeded heat. This could even be mn
throngh an eutdoor hot b o heat i

Ihose same seven d-foot by J0-foot
Heliodyne solar panels heating the water
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rar the home also help supply heat for the
potable hot water supply. Instead of 45
degrees Fahrenheit, water sent to the hot
water heater enters-at 100 degrees. It's also
a boon for the BNERGY STAR Kenmare
clothes washer and energy-efficient Gag-
penat dishwasher.

When it came to the ides of creéaning &

homethat was more anunéd to the environ-
ment, Black says there was never any ques-
tion-abour the goal

"Growing up in g secluded area with
abundant woods and animals; | always

y

Triermes Iy Teis Wanek

loved nature,” he says. “[ wanted to show
people that vou could build a larger-sized.
uniguely seeled home that was . environ-
mentally frigndiv"
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